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After boing comlertebly located he set out o secure a job which was not hard to do¢:" Ly
He had learned of +he Menger Brewery, to whoro he wont soon after his arrival. He e §
g0t acquainted with the Mengers and convinced them that ho was o good cooper, The o e
employed him to malke kegs for the brewory. lle not; only made beer kogs but, also built =
tanks for the brew, water buckets end tubs, in fact all Iinds of vessels that could
be made of wood to hold weter and other liquids,
/

©., Alter two years of work for the Menger Brewery, r. Lenge had accumulated enough
mongy to purchase 8 acres of land nesr San Pedro Springs end moved hisg family to the
newly acquired property, which had e small Kexicon cottege which wes built out of L
pickets or log poles, the cracks were filled with adobe mixed with strew or grass to
held it togother. It had only one door and o vory small window. Thigy wap far from
comfortable for the family, so ir. Lango and his gong enlerged the hut and prepared
the land for truck gardening. Some time later he purchased an additional 12 acres d=
Joining tho firgst burchasc. This gave him o nice truck garden vory nicely located on
the present sito of what is known ags Teck Ficld base ball ficld near San Pedro park,
A rancher, Wat Lowis, allowed Lange and his sons to milk somo 25 cows. The boys enjoyed
this very much. The milk was sola and delivorod in ten gallon cans where it was dished
out o custonui's in pint or qQuarts as they needed i, They received 10¢ per quart,
Eest of all wus that they had all the mill sng butter necessary for the family. This
Wes very benciicial to them as food Prices vers very highe Pleaty of milk and butter
interspersed with wild game now and then was gquite a contrest to the four meals of poe
tatoes that grandmother so often made mention of ag heving beon the common fare in °
Deutchland. Svon with all this help it wes o Problem as to how to feed a large family.,
Flour cost from %15 to $20.00 a barrel and coffee was not in reach of the common peopla,
Mrse. Lange offtir:s parched rye and okre seed for a substitute, and sometimes useqd swea 't
potatoes that wers cut into small squares ond dried then parched as coffee, These drink
- Were very much cherished, after one hag becomo accustomed to it. 4,

Dﬁring ell) this time the Brother-in-Lay, Adugust Steiners who had instilled the Lange =

family with the pioneering spirit, wds about one hundred miles northwest of San dntonio E
With the Doss Erothers at Doss Valley one of the loveliest villazes in Southwest Toxagi::
Besides a caltle ranch these gentlemen had found a vonderful spring gushing out from: ..
underncath a ledge of rocks high above. Threndgill Creek, The water of this spring ims - e W
pounded could be used in turning en overshot whoel, Here is where the Ingenuity of Au=' b
gust Stoiner came into use. Under his supervision a mill was built and a water re.ce I :
from $ho spring to the wheol gave the first mechanical bower ever used in the sectiong .
The Doss brothars were very enthusiastic about their location and pictured in their minds
what the future neld in store for them, They estimated that an eabundance of wheat could :
be gatherecd in tho immediate vicinity that their milling business would flourishs Time® = .
vias required und tho wheat and corn yield did not come up to thoir expectations and the
little mili did not bring the returns that hed been anticipated, ' N

The Doss Brothers next venture was tho builéing of a saw mill, In spite of the
crude rustic muichinery the sew mill did mueh in serving the "surrounding countryside with
lunber for building purposes. Having sufficient lumber they built e nice mansion on the
hill just south of the spring from where they could look and enjoy the beautiful scenery
and also ohservo their stock and wild game such =g deer and turkey. After they haed beocome
- Permanontly loc:tod in their home misfortune overtook thems. The vonderful structure :
that thoy hod builb was totally destroyed by fire. It wes ignited by & band of robbers,
. often referred to as “bushwheckers", This misfortune and the milling business not bein
-what they had anticipated they became discouraged and were willing to dispose of their
~holdings ot a sacrifice. Mr. Steiners, their omployee, upon being informed of their'ﬁ';;
intentions imredietely got in touch with his Erother-in-law, F, W. Lange, and explained “ i
- the matber to him. He in turn began to investigate and finally decided to advance sufficient
cash %o purchass the Dosg Brothers holdings. Mr. Steiners returned and bought the pro-
perty paying & handsome price for the same. . - i

Mr. lanve then disposed of his property in San Antonio and ogain the family journeyed ;
wostward, over hills and valleys for another ono hundrod milos of unlmown country following r—



GOV Trails for tho reater part of the Yaye After seversl dayrg they roacheg their
destination, This wag g building that wis on 4ae properuy which wag rathor cmall for
the Lange Loimd 1y, Preparations were mado for tuilding of o new home. This vas built.
of post oul; logs wihich Mr. Lange and song cut ncar by using only good sound timber,

A find grade of clay mixture wag found near by to close up tho craeks betireen the loga,
i rd .

b Stainers being n millwriesht ang Ccnoriencoed in meny olhop vredes, made Sugrestionsg
to his brolier-in-lewy which aftor considerution vigpeg carricd oyt bzr i, Langa, A orude -
lime kiln vug s neerby where all the lima that Va8 used in thg i1l building ang dam
vias prepargg, Wkl was in abundance ang the stone wag qQuarried ncarly,

A Dueninuyer, g neighbor, Juliusg Klingolhoefer ot B
Antonio worg vidloyed as stons Tasonse Iir. Fayul Loeffler g nearby neighbor, Mr, Zahara, -

of San Antonio Were employed ag corpenters. fhe Lange boys us helpers worked very :
diligently te conplete the undertakingg, T VWas the custom of the stone masons to lgy..
theoir chewing tobaceo on tho wallg whilg cating o Maling use op the ocension Helmuth ang
Bonhard‘Lnngc occusionally slipped aroung und tuok g big chew, Sometimos with very bad:
after-eriucts, The mill building vias tho f4rgy 4o be errecteq ard completed, Unfortunataly
Yir, August Steirors died bofore tho structure wes completod. Thig Céusod a great loss to
tho Lange family, They continyed their worl: ang the mill building weg soon completed.“j. y
After iy, Buehiuyer who lag charge of tho ILsonary work had Pinished tho mill building : bl]
finishod g bodiately bogan o vork op the don (1870), 1t Va5 his degire 4o errect. a - :
gobdfstfucturo, $0 e had the Lange hoys dreg larse stones to whers the dam was to be -
8 drawn by mules-~then pluced in position by

redericksburg, Irs Cook of San

locatel, Thoge 560095 were brought on siegd
the uso op lerpe iron bars,

) Tho jange boys worked hard ang diligently in order thet their goul mizht be reached, o
Yihat intereeteq $ho boys most of all was ijc lden of having a nice lorgze svimming pool: :
in front of the house. After months of hard labhor the dam was completad and water re=
leesed into the proposed pool, T required only 10 4o 12 hours to
overflov.

The bovs enthusiastic about their project being completed &nd seeing the bool of .7
erystal eleny voler, celebrated the occasion by diving Indien style into tne Poole ‘Near::
the contor of th, ool stood @ large Sycamore treo. This tree the boys Judged as g sa.foty
line shouig tie dam brealr, Soon the boys ware ready toAimmerge from the water and dress,
Stending st the edge of the pool admiring itg beauty and thinking of the great power that
could be duriveq from thisg structure they haq errocted, they weore stertled by a sudden .
rumbling noise ang SaW tho structure thaj thoy had just complated, Together with the large '
Sycamore {rog disappcar before their 8yess Debris was sacttered quite g Ways down the :
eroeks  This shoel: Was great to the Pamilsy snd jop, Buchmeyor weg greatly disappointad‘”
that the struccure did not withstang the bressure, “

Ery Innge und sons however were not discouraged, They immediate]
built s ner dapg which was much larger than the First one, This of ¢

grinding of gruin ror another six months,

J went back to woplk 4
ourse delayed the |

At last This structyrs Was completoed ang the mill was put into operation through
Ehe powar of =1 0vorshot wheel that had been buiit by the carpenters. The vater wag
surned on ohe vheel bub the Power was 400 Ereat and the shaf't broke, Then Preparations :
Oro mado Tor 4 furbing. Nr. Lange and one son made & $rip to gap Antonio for the !
urposa or buring a turbing, One was loeataq 2% Boyers Mill, ¥r. Langs Purchesed it
nd rejurncy fiviae  The turbine wag finally pluceqd into position ang tried out, This
roved too. law - for the amount of water on oy 50 the cups of +the burbine were filled
ith lead go o .4 2 lesser amount of wabar \rog roquired to produce the powor, This
roved succoss;ou) «nd the work op tho now Iadustre wos startaod, . Poople Pron for and neay
rougnt "in thoiy L4in woich by this time h

ad Lecongy abundant and of very ifine quality.,,



vien the customer brought his prain 1Lt v Weighed and nineed into an elevator,
It was lifted to tho socond Tloor of the tmilding where o clonnor or blower had beon
erocted to ‘clean the grain of chaf and dugt, Then it would puss through a chute down;:
to the mill whore it emplied into a shuttle Lhat gradually fod the mill wherd ‘the  bih
+ ‘would crush the graine. “The erushed substance wag 2znin elevabad into 'a bolter,:
where it was seperubed, This bolter was of o cylinder shupe--the outsids portiqn7being
covored with a vory fine mesh of copper wire of three different grudes of Tineness placed
on ‘an”ineline position. 4s it woulg rewolvs:, the Pirg secilon haviag the finegt sereen
would 5ift out the tiniest portions of the cruyghed grain into the bottom of the bolter
box, This box wus also divided into sections, Immediately undor coeh section of the
boléer a vox would ‘receive the three dilforent particles that the bolsoer would 5ift out,
The'brgu cai2 out at the end of the bolioer, '

tstone

The customor would thug receive four c¢iff'erent broducta mede from hig graine  Some-
timos he wonld pay cash for tho grinding and at other timoes pornaps give toll which wag

oo pound of' overy ten., This toll wag placod iato @specinlly prépured sacks which bore ;
the brand of tie mill to Wit the words "PECAN SpRIng MILL" oncircling e funning deer with  -.
O Wf_Léngn-murusu tho tope This brand Vs made by one of the Lanze boys. It was made '
of ddd binees of wrood boltad together, maldneg a block 12 by 12 inches square. The carving
was all done ULy hand and Was a wonderful piece of craftsmanship, :

" The four g also graded by o very simnlo mobhods A thin smooth board wag provided
Which wias some 8 Ly 10 inches sguarc. A sinall nickls platsd blade about 1% inches wide
and 5 inching 1ong would then by used to spresd the flour out on the board. After thisg )
was .done Ltho dlade Was again used to smoosl out the flour and i it remained smooth it “
was -considered a very high grade. I it would show cracks it was graded according to
the size of thoe crucks that would show, SO

' fQﬁ Lugust 2, 1873 death took a son, Erdman Valentine, a young ran of 20 years out of
the family. This was a sad loss to Mr, Lanze, YR

L e

On Octover 5, 1877, the father, F. w, Lange, was olaimed by deatn leaving his bereaved
wifc and chilieon to mourn his death. AL thig time four of the S0ns were married, o, Fo Wo

Lange the oliost son took charge of the mill and his mothers affairs for the first year. ¥
He theén.took the stoclk (merchandise) thas his father kept for the convenience of his .custo=- "
MOrs Lo Chinruy dreingn, where he entered into businoss. Two younger brothers, Julius and .
Bonhard, %hen Loo's over the family mill ang other affairs unbil the death of Mrs. F, W,

Loango on ‘Septondh 5, 1910, ot :

"Qaluys durins the time that the mill and dem were under congtruction was when the T
father, "', .. Lange, sent Julius and Helmuth out early one morning +to get the horses which
had drifted to Lroskmang Point some three miles from home. The horges were found end were -
brought Home and ieit by the creok to graze until they wers needed, : ’

“Arneighbor, . Frits Ellebracht, cane up o tho Lange's home end toid them that he.
had deen somz ndiang., Then Julius took wn olg “ Winchester and Zot on the horse that
Ellchricht cwne on snd went down to where they had left the horses. Ielmuth came following
on foot with & ¢ ane 7 shooters The Indians hag the horses surrounded ang Were preparing ;
Yo ennge Showm s Julius arrived and the fipht bogane Helmuth soon arrived on foot ang :
did =il he souit Lo save the horses. All horses viere saved excent one that balonged to
Helmuthn. - weit 5f' his favorite saddle horse they lePt him/an ¢lé ridden down pluge OF
course Loiinuth boolk ik, !

;

5 mortl: later the Indians made another “.¢ and Julius and Jelmuth azein stood them

' :r horses. This time they 2i1.4d4 one of the indinags,  They retreated

will zot their horscs saddica 6ud followed their truwil which lead to

the hownw off B:l1) duighborss  Here they overtook the Indians. The Lango boys put up another
8904 Tight and seved the girls from being captured by the Indians. The

0L ané Zave. thu

50 Juliusg e Yol
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again retreated and ‘the .‘_l:wo;‘_'_br"othera woiit fo
@ & ways but the Indians wWete nover agai

After this Mr. Lange and son ‘built ‘a smsll horse pa.s’aure obnta.in"in
Gl iheé hought that this WO UL ave their horses from boifie stolon. b
' built of rail, brushy adsy : o ‘

e S y'ongﬁmorning; Juli.uié_ again went out of
e 8i8plod the Indians, who had torn:
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Please send old lotters or diaries o Kormit Ce" Burrer, Star Rout
Austin, Texas 78710. They will—-,pe;{copiad end ro‘bur_n.e_fd"-promp'l:,ly':._‘;'bo “th
amily bibles very often also contain important bits: of “informatio




